

It’s 5:30 p.m., Do You Know Where The Redistricting Deal Is?

By Liz Benjamin 
March 11, 2012 at 5:37 pm
Answer: Nowhere….at the moment. 

So far, the Senate and Assembly have no deals on either their own lines or the congressional lines, and the clock is ticking down quickly to the 11:59 p.m. deadline to have something ready for voting before the March 15 deadline for the special master’s maps. 

There’s still a few hours remaining for a deal to get done, and since this is Albany, that’s not out of the realm of possibility. 

It looks like the tweaked legislative maps are actually done. Assemblyman Jack McEneny indicated the Assembly was finished with its maps weeks ago. 

Sen. Joe Robach revealed on Friday that he had been told of changes to the GOP’s proposal – at least in his district. 

But, as a legislative source told me: “Nothing will come out until there’s a deal on everything.” 

This source also suggested it is indeed possible that Gov. Andrew Cuomo will provide a message of necessity to circumvent the three-day aging requirement for the redistricting bills, so tonight’s deadline is – in his opinion – not entirely hard and fast. 

There has been speculation that the legislative leaders might want to punt to the court on the House lines because they don’t want to be directly responsible for screwing over any individual members of congress or key voting blocs. 

But that’s not a popular idea in a lot of corners – including in House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi’s office. 

Also, black and Latino leaders and lawmakers have suggested US Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann’s initial proposal short-changes minority districts and voters and might even be unconstitutional. She has until March 15 to release her final tweaked plan. 

UPDATE: Interesting side note, as pointed out by the DN’s Ken Lovett: Redistricting and pension reform talks are moving on parallel tracks. Might there be a deal that links one to the other? Stay tuned. 
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